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Dear Friends,

In the very fi rst letter we 
have from St. Paul, written to 
the Christian community in 
Th essalonika, Greece, are words 
that are written on my heart, 
and express my aff ection and 
gratitude for you:

                                                                                                                                                      
Grace to you and peace. We always give 

thanks to God for all of you and mention 
you in our prayers, constantly remembering 

before our God and Father your work of faith 
and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in 

our Lord Jesus Christ.
                      

Because of the faith, love, and hope of the community of 
St. Paul’s, our church has opened even wider to the world. 
We are St. Paul’s. We are—and will continue to be—St. 
Paul’s beyond the walls. Our mission and ministries have 
continued under stressful and confusing circumstances. We 
have gathered in the ways we can, and our mutual love has 
sustained us. Th ank you for your support, your giving, and
for continuing to be a minister of Christ in this
Pandemic time.

Planning for the Fall, and the coming year, has been a 
challenge. Both the Vestry and the Staff  team have held 
retreats to intentionally review the past year and determine 
how to adapt our “normal” pattern to the changes. Please 
understand that we continue to be in the situation of 
building the bridge while we are crossing it. One benefi t to 
the staff  and leadership retreats has been that we realized 
just how much we accomplished last year (with a very 
steep learning curve!) Please see Senior Warden Toni 
Phipps’ article in this newsletter for more detail about
that. 
                                                                                                              
Until and unless the guidelines change, we are proceeding 
with services that are almost back to normal, except the 

choirs. Some parts of the service are still being phased 
back in; for which we are all so grateful! Sometimes I have 
fl ashbacks of preaching to an empty church, and it gives 
me the shivers. Th e thing that warms my heart the most is 
when we sing hymns together. We don’t know much about 
the hymns Paul and the early Christian community sang. 
We have plenty of our own, and one beloved hymn, in 
particular, is on my mind when I think of the regathering 
that is happening now at St. Paul’s, and look forward to our 
great annual celebration of Mass on the Grass with Brass, 
to be held on September 12: 

Now thank we all our 
God, with hearts and  

hands and voices!

Grace and peace,

Mother Anne+

From Mother Anne

Bishop's Visitation
Bishop Diana Akiyama, who was consecrated in January 
of this year, will have her fi rst pastoral visitation to 
St. Paul's on Christ the 
King, Sunday, November 
21.   If you are interested in 
Reception, Confi rmation, or 
Reaffi  rmation at that time: see 
page 3 of this newsletter, and 
notify parish clergy. 
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DISCIPLESHIP
Sharing God's Gift s to Fulfi ll God's Call to Us  
Last year, St. Paul’s launched a vividly re-imagined 
Stewardship Ministry. Amid so many challenges, we 
experienced God calling us to renew and refresh not only 
what we do, but how. Stewardship is about taking care of 
each other. How do we measure success? By evaluating 
what is working well, and what is motivating people to 
share their gift s of time, talent, and fi nancial resources to 
help St. Paul’s grow and fl ourish.

We developed ways to listen to the congregation through 
Zoom Coff ee Classes and video testimonies from 
parishioners; over and over again, we heard themes of 
supportive community, engaging worship, Christian 
formation, family programs, community outreach, and, of 
course, music, as elements of our common life we deeply 
value.

During our Stewardship Ministry’s summer retreat, we 
pondered ways to enrich our community and foster 
engagement by identifying specifi c goals for a 3-5 year 
timeline. We envision a parish where every member can 
identify our mission, translating into lives lived with 
purpose. We will tell positive, affi  rming stories about 
St. Paul’s – who we are, and what we do. Families and 
individuals will participate in small groups and be better 
connected to our ministries, which will be better engaged 
with one another.

By enhancing our online presence, we’ll increase capacity 
for linking members to ministries, develop ways to capture 
spiritual gift s for talent-sharing, and off er more training 
and support for personal and parochial growth. Our 

church will have a shiny, warm, and safe environment  
and be an inviting space. Our parking lot will be full, seven 
days a week, and our hallways will echo with joyful noise.

By focusing on a vision of abundance and gratitude at the 
heart of our mission, we believe the number of pledging 
households and the percentage of giving will increase. It’s 
an audacious plan, and we want your help. Our creative 
and joyful Stewardship Ministry seeks additional members 
who bring passion, diverse skills and experiences, and 
above all, love for St. Paul’s and hope for its future, to join 
us. To learn more, contact any member of our team: Aimee 
Fritsch, Clarke Hylton, Ann Lovejoy, Kristi McClain,  
or Fr. Andy.
 

St. Paul's Rummage Sale
St. Paul’s Rummage Sale is returning this fall!  Aft er the covid 
hiatus we’re excited to again prepare for this long lasting (over 
85 years) service project for our church and community.

Volunteers of all ages are necessary for the success of this 
endeavor. It takes many hands and generous hearts to 
accomplish our goal of giving to the community of Salem 
and St. Paul’s.  In 2019 over $11,000.00 was donated and we 
hope to rekindle the enthusiasm for this Christian service. 
Please start fi lling your tubs and boxes to bring to the church 
on September 24, 25, or 26th between 9 am  and 3 pm. You 
may contact either Kay Rosevear at 503-551-3002 or Lynda 
Bush at 503-391-2897 for information.  
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ST. PAUL'S HAPPENINGS & NEWS

Confi rmation, Reception, & 
Reaffi  rmation  
In preparation for Bishop Akiyama's parish visitation 
on the Feast of Christ the King (November 21), Fr. 
Andy and Amy Goerger will once again be co-leading 
an all-ages Confi rmation Class on select Wednesday 
evenings this fall. If you are interested in Confi rmation, 
Reception, or Reaffi  rmation, please save the following 
dates in your calendar: September 29; October 27, and 
November 3, 10, & 17, all at 7 pm. More details to come. 
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Cracking Open 

Back in July, the three Salem-area Episcopal churches – St. 
Paul’s, St. Timothy’s, and Prince of Peace – did something 
unusual. In fact, they did something it seems they’ve never 
done before. Th ey did something together.

For three summer Saturdays, members of all three 
congregations gathered, once at each church, to refl ect on 
Th e Church Cracked Open, a new book by the Rev. Stephanie 
Spellers, who serves as the Presiding Bishop’s Canon for 
Evangelism, Reconciliation, and Creation. Spellers is 
summoning our denomination to take a good hard look at 
our past, especially aspects tainted by white supremacy and 
our role, as she puts it, as a “chaplain of empire.”

“Cracking open” refers to the story of the woman with the 
alabaster jar as told in Mark 14. In the last days before Jesus’s 
passion, an unnamed woman appears with an extremely 
expensive jar of perfumed ointment. She doesn’t just tip 
a little into her hand or drip some onto Christ’s brow, she 
smashes the jar into bits and pours the entire contents over 
his head. Spellers connects this story with the theological 
term kenosis, from the early Christological hymn found in 
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (2:5-11).

Kenosis means to “empty” or “pour out,” and in Christian 
theology, it’s the word we use to describe the union of human 
and divine natures in Jesus: God’s own essence was poured 
out (Christ “emptied himself,” says Paul), with Jesus taking the 
form of a servant and being born as a human being. Spellers 
wants us to think of church like that alabaster jar: it’s full 
of something precious and valuable, but it isn’t meant to be       
stored up. It’s intended to be used, shared, spread, and poured         

out with abandon.Th e reason the story of the alabaster jar is     
linked to the doctrine of kenosis is that Spellers doesn’t want 
us to imagine what the church contains is a fi nite resource. 
We can pour it out – dump it over people’s heads with 
reckless abandon – because we know there’s more where it 
came from.

What the Church really possesses is love, and the good 
news of God in Jesus Christ. Spellers is challenging us to be 
less anxious about our money and buildings because fancy 
liturgies, great music, and impressive altars – as lovely and 
beloved as they are –sometimes become our focus, rather 
than the Gospel work toward which they are intended to 
point. Th e love of Christ is limitless, ever-present, and ever-
new. 

Money, and our countless other assets, are not meant to be 
stored up in our beautiful containers we call “churches.” Th ey 
are meant to be used for personal, spiritual, and community 
growth and transformation in Christ. Let’s stop clinging to 
what we have for fear we might lose it; let’s smash open the 
church, and pour out everything we’ve got.
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St. Margaret's Room Given by Dave & Ann Lau 
We are happy to introduce the St. Margaret’s Room! As a patron saint of families St. Margaret 
of Scotland is the perfect saint for this multifunctional room that will regularly serve as a room 
for families who may need a quiet space, nursing/lactation room and changing table/child size 
restroom. At this time we are unable to off er nursery care and hope that this space will help meet 
the needs of the growing community of young families at St. Paul's. Th e Prayground is always 
available for families and children at the rear of the sanctuary-there are activities for young children 
and space to move around if you fi nd yourself with the case of the wiggles!

SPY (St. Paul's Youth) Returns! 
Grades 6-12

We have missed you and you are LOVED! Th is fall we will meet monthly-in person! On the 
third Sunday of each month we will meet from 12-3 pm for lunch, fellowship and service. SPY 
is a safe space and a welcoming community of faith. We’ll kick off  the program year on Sunday 
September 19th. Youth and parents are invited to join us for lunch on the patio as we plan for a 
new year of faith and fun together!

Back-to-School Blessings, September 12

Kids of all ages are invited to join 
us for a back-to-school blessing 
during the Mass on the Grass 
10:00 am service on Sunday, 
September 12th. Whether you're 
starting this school year in-
person or online/at home, we are 
praying that you will have a fun 
and safe year of learning. Bring 
your backpacks if you want and 
we will have special tags available 
so that whenever you look at it you'll be reminded that God loves 
you and is always with you! Teachers and parents, we are praying 
for you too!  

CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILIES

Save the Dates 

Drive thrus will take place in the main St. Paul's parking 
lot. Please enter from High St.        
Drive Boo, 4-5 pm, October 31

Come to our community drive thru 
for candy and fun. Don't forget to 
wear your favorite costume!

  
St. Nicholas Drive Th ru, 12-1 pm , 
December 5

Meet St. Nicholas & drop off  gift s for 
Christmas Share!

Blessing of the Animals, October 3

Celebrate the Feast Day of St. Francis 
of Assisi with us at a special outdoor 
service. Bring your pets and cuddly 
stuffi  es with you (photos of those 
who don't play well with others, 
please) as we honor the patron saint 
of animals and ecology during the 
10:00 am service under the trees!

Godly Play at Home

2nd & 4th Sundays 11:30 am on Zoom

Our online Godly Play gathering for families will take 
place on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. Children 
are welcome to attend any of our in-person services with 
their families but until our younger parishioners can 
gather more safely in-person will be meeting online. If 
there is an outdoor service or drive-thru/special event that 
Sunday that will take the place of the Zoom gathering. For 
more information contact Amy Goerger amygoerger@
stpaulsoregon.org.
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FROM OUR SENIOR WARDEN
Dear friends, if you are ready to join us on Sundays in 
person, welcome! 

It’s been wonderful to receive your calls and emails in 
support of our clergy and staff  as they have grappled with 
strengthening St. Paul’s thriving, caring faith community 
during this very diffi  cult year.  Th ey stayed strong and 
focused on keeping St. Paul’s congregation engaged while 
masked and maintaining safe distances in an empty 
sanctuary and buildings. Th ey did a super job!

So what has staff  been up to? What about Vestry, what 
have they been up to on those Zoom meetings? 

Well, read on.  

For starters, let’s be clear about one thing-the buildings 
were closed to the public, but the Church remained open 
and clergy, staff , and Vestry were on task!  

Clergy and staff  did not stop working just because the 
buildings were closed for several months. You’ll be glad 
to know that Mother Anne, her staff , and Vestry took this 
opportunity to focus on how to keep the congregation 
engaged and to how to improve effi  ciency and eff ectiveness 
through better business practices:

Internal management controls were established to ensure 
accountability and transparency. 

New soft ware was purchased to streamline the accounting 
systems and improve recordkeeping and payroll systems.  
Administrative resources were allocated for offi  ce 
support and resources for the music director to better 
meet increasingly diverse needs of the congregation.  
State of the art personnel guidelines were approved for 
lay employees.  Vestry applied for and received a federal 
Payroll Protection Plan loan that provided the fi nancial 
resources to keep staff  on payroll when plate revenues and 
pledges were down when services were off ered virtually.  
(Th e loan has since been forgiven.)  A diversity statement 
that affi  rms St. Paul’s commitment to be an inclusive and 
affi  rming congregation was also craft ed and banners were 
displayed publicly.  

A few outwardly visible services and improvements 
include:

• Th e maintenance of Sunday and Wednesday services 
via Facebook and YouTube.  

• Continuation of pastoral care throughout the 
epidemic.

• Th emed drive-throughs to engage parishioners .  

• Online Godly Play and Children’s bulletin
• Children’s pageant during Advent.
• Th e Wednesday dinners.
• Th e weekly Wednesday Newsletter and Sunday 

Bulletins.    
• Th e successful fundraising event last September. 
• Established the Prayground - a gathering place for 

families and their children to participate in Sunday 
services.

• Th e newly installed camera and improvements to the 
sound system in the sanctuary.

• Th e revamped website that is more interactive and user 
friendly.  

    
WHEW!               
Th ere is much to be said for all the programs, 
worship opportunities, and services that have been 
continuously available while the buildings were closed.  
We have much to be thankful for in our resourceful clergy 
and staff . Let’s pray for better days ahead and remain 
committed ….To Make Him Known… I invite you to 
contact clergy or myself for additional information on any 
of these off erings. 

Blessings and stay safe.

Toni Phipps, Senior Warden    

We are St. Paul's Pride 
St. Paul's Pride is a newly forming group in our 
parish for LGBTQIA+ members. We seek to provide 
community, support, and spirituality for ourselves; 
formation and advocacy within our congregation; and 
affi  rmation, evangelism, and reconciliation in the greater 
Salem area. To be involved, contact Aimee Fritsch at   
aimee.kate.fritsch@gmail.com or Cherie Renae Atiyeh at  
mereechoes@gmail.com.
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MUSIC MINISTRIES EVENSONG CONCERTS

December Evensong: December 5, 2021 at 4 pm 

Advent Music for Voice Instruments and Organ  
Dr. Paul Klemme, accompanist

October Evensong: October 3, 2021 at 4 pm

Delgani String Quartet  
Traditional and Sacred Music for String Quartet

November Evensong: November 7, 2021 at 4 pm 

Alexandre Dossin, Professor of Piano, U of O  
"Sonata in B Minor" by Franz Liszt  

Th e 2021-22 Evensong Concert Series is planning a full 
slate of artists and services this year. Provided that covid 
mandates don't change we will gather at St. Paul's at  
4 pm live and in-person. Here are concerts for October-
December 2021. 

Chi Yo Was a Success!

Th e 2021 Chi Yo project at St. Paul's came off  without a hitch. 
Even though there was no Art Fair in Bush Park.  St. Paul's 
volunteers came together to chop, roll and fry our traditional 
Vietnamese Spring roll July 16-17. Proceeds will go to Helping 
Hand ministry and music camp/travel scholarships.  Th anks 
to all who participated! 

Honoring Glenda 

On June 6, 2021, the parish of St. Paul's celebrated the 
ministry and legacy of Glenda Blanchard.  For thirty-fi ve 
years Glenda has served as co-director of the Advent and 
Primary choirs along with Leslie Dinsdale.  Glenda brought 
her expertise as a children's choir director to our parish and 
nurtured our children in the Christian faith through music.  
In her honor, the music ministry commissioned Lucy Hewitt 
and Sally Kennedy to design and paint a mural. It is complete 
and, on the wall, across from Room 1 in the basement of the 
church.  Here is a rendering of the mural.  Glenda, we are so 
grateful and wish you the best in your retirement. 
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CALENDAR

EVENT DAY TIME FALL DATES
Advent Choir/Grace Notes Wednesdays 4:15 pm Sept. 15, 22, 29 Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27 Nov. 3, 10, 17
Canterbury Ensemble Wednesdays 7:00 pm Sept. 15, 22, 29 Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27 Nov. 3, 10, 17
Children & Families Second & Fourth Sundays 10:00 am Sept. 12, 26 Oct. 10, 24 Nov. 14, 28
Coff ee Hour Select Sundays 11:30 am see e-Board see e-Board see e-Board 
Coff ee Class Select Sundays 12:00 pm see e-Board see e-Board see e-Board
Drive Th ru Events (In-Person) Sunday Oct. 31 @ 4 pm Dec. 5 @ 12 pm
Evensong Concerts Sunday 4:00 pm Oct. 3 Nov. 7 Dec. 5
Finance Committee Meeting Th ird Tuesday of the month 12:00 pm Sept. 21 Oct. 19 Nov. 16
Grace Notes Choir Rehearsal Sundays 5:30 pm Sept. 12, 19, 26 Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28

Handbell Choir Rehearsal Th ursdays 5:40 pm Sept. 9, 16, 23, 30 Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28 Nov. 4, 11, 18
Knit, Pray, Crochet Second Tuesday of the month 7:00 pm Sept. 14 Oct. 12 Nov. 9
Men’s Bible Study Wednesdays 8:00 am Sept. 15, 22, 29 Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27 Nov. 3, 10, 17
Parish Life Ministries Meeting First Wednesday of the month 11:30 am Sept. 8 Oct. 6 Nov. 3
Personnel Committee Meeting As Needed 
Primary Choir Rehearsal Wednesdays 3:45 pm Sept. 15, 22, 29 Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27 Nov. 3, 10, 17
Property Committee Meeting As Needed 
SPY (St. Paul's Youth) Sunday 4:00 pm Sept. 19 Oct. 17 Nov. 21
Trinity Choir Rehearsal Th ursdays 7:00 pm Sept. 9, 16, 23, 30 Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28 Nov. 4, 11, 18

Join Us Regularly
SUNDAYS
Holy Eucharist (Rite I) 8:00 am (In-Person) / Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 10:00 am (10 am In-Person & Live-streamed)  

SEPT
Sun. Sept. 12 Mass on the Grass with Brass 
  Back to School Blessing
Sun. Sept. 19 SPY Returns
Sun. Sept. 26 Godly Play at Home Returns 

OCT
Sun. Oct. 3 Mass on the Grass with Brass 

  Outdoor Blessing of the Animals

Sun. Oct. 17 SPY 
Sun. Oct. 31 Halloween Drive-Boo 4 pm

    

Upcoming Events ~ Th is is the plan......

Please see the weekly e-Board or website for the most updated information: stpaulsoregon.org/calendar

NOV
Sun. Nov. 7 All Saints' Day  

Sun. Nov. 21 Bishops Visitation                   

Sun. Nov. 21 SPY  

         

DEC 
Sun. Dec. 5 Feast of St. Nicholas  
Sun. Dec. 5 St. Nicholas Drive Th ru 12 pm     
Fri. Dec 24 Christmas Eve  
Sat. Dec  25 Christmas Day

Please watch the website calendar and weekly e-board for information about online vs. in-person events. 
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Mass on the Grass with Brass 
September 12 at 10 a.m.


